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After an interval as Isabella Rossellini's hand model, Elizabeth Barboor went to law school at
54. Now, she is working on 50 domestic violence cases and says her career is a privilege, not a
job. Elizabeth Barbour didn't start stodying law ontil she was 54 and had a school-age
davghter. "But once | decide to do something, I'm hard to stop,” she says.

Law is an atypical later-life career choice. It certainly had no connection with Barboor's first
and second vocations, as a hand model and then a property developer. "Law school was hard. It
was disheartening," she says. "l was literally everybody's mother's age. | didn't have a cohort of
friends. | was like a foreigner. | felt really isolated"

One day, after a negotiation exercise, the professor told her: "['ve never had a stodent be able
to work the table like you did". She spent time with family-law attorneys and "began to realize
that this would be my area”. After graduating, she worked for a firm that dealt with wealthy
individoals. "But that's just a lawyer helping yoo to argue over money,” she says. "l didn't want
to do that" She became a licensed lawyer at her second attempt. Soon after, at €0, she got a
job with the Legal Aid Society in her home town of Roanoke, Virginia. By then, her marrioge
had ended. In retrospect, she says, going to law school was "a declaration of selfhood".

Now 68, Barbour is working on 50 domestic violence cases. The work is emotionally
exhavsting — and rewarding. "These amazing women have been kicked arovnd the block and are
able to say: 'Enovgh. When they come to me, they are ready for a change. | can give them legal
help and play an active role in their life as they are transitioning from one place to another!
Barbour considers her career a "happy accident”. Until she was 54, she had "a freewheeling
kind of life — but never withoot direction”. Barbour believes that she has found her calling.
Initially, the courtroom was frightening. "Bot my mom always said: ‘Do what you're afraid to do!
These days, the fear has gone. It's more and more rewarding. | love my office. | love my clients. |
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see no end to my career. It is a privilege, not a job".

Adapted from an article by Pavla Cocozza, The Guardian, 17-2-2025.
Part |. Reading Comprehension

1. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? Identify the part of the text that supports
your answer by copying the exact passage on the answer sheet. (2 points: 0.5 point each)

o. Elizabeth Barboor was a lawyer before working as a hand model. F, “Law is an atypical
later-life career choice. It certainly had no connection with Barbour's first and second

vocations, as a hand model and then a property developer.
b. Elizabeth believes that being a lawyer is her mission. T, "Barbour believes thot she has

found her calling.”
c. Barbour had two different jobs before becoming a lawyer. T, "Low is an atypical later-life

career choice. It certainly had no connection with Barboor's first and second vocations, as a

hand model and then a property developer:”
d. When Elizabeth gradvated, she worked for rich people. T, "After graduating, she worked

for a firm that dealt with wealthy individvals”

2. Answer the following questions vsing your own words but taking into accoont the
information in the text. (2.5 points: 1.25 point each)

A. Why does Barboor say that Law school was a hard experience?

Evidence from the text: "Law school was hard. It was disheartening,” and 'l was literally

everybody's mother’s age. | didn't have a cohort of friends. | was like a foreigner. | felt really
isolated.” (Paragraph 2)

Suggested answer: Barboor says Law school was hard becavse she felt moch older than the
other students and did not have a grovp of friends there. She felt lonely and out of place,
almost like a foreigner.

B. How does Elizabeth describe her work as a lawyer now?

Evidence from the text: "The work is emotionally exhavsting — and rewarding,” and "It is a
privilege, not a job." (Paragraph 4)

Suggested answer: "Elizabeth describes her work as emotionally demanding but very
rewarding. She helps women who are going throvgh difficult sitvations, especially domestic
violence cases, and she feels that her career is a privilege rather than just a job.”"
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3. Find a synonym for each of the four words below from these six options. All words are
onderlined in the text (1 point: 0.25 point each)

isolated cohort rewarding amazing attempt freewheeling

a. grovp — cohort

b. lonely — isolated

c. extraordinary — amazing

d. self-sufficient — freewheeling (This is the trickiest one. "Freewheeling” vsvally means

independent, relaxed, and not strictly controlled. In this context, it is the closest option to
"self-sufficient,” becavse Barbour describes having "a freewheeling kind of life" before
becoming a lawyer.)

4. Choose q, b, or ¢, in each question below. Only one choice is correct. (1.5 points: 0.5 point
each)

1. Elizabeth Barbour says that ...

0) her work is an opportonity rather than a job. Evidence from the text: “/t is a privilege, not a
Jjob.” (Paragraph 1)

b) her doty is to find a privileged work. X This is wrong becavse the word *privilege” refers to
how Barbour feels about her career, not to the type of work she has to find.

¢) her job is to work for privileged women. X This is wrong becavse Barboor works mainly with
women affected by domestic violence, not with privileged women.

d) her dream is to become an important judge. X This is wrong becavse the text never mentions
that she wants to become ajudge. Her corrent work is as a lawyer, and she says she loves that
career.

2. One of Barbour's professors ...

0) made her feel isolated and very old. X This is wrong becavse the text says Barboor felt
isolated and older than the other stodents, bot it does not say that the professor made her feel
that way.

b) praised her negotiation skills. Evidence from the text: "I've never had a student be able to
work the table like you did." (Paragraph 3)
c) complimented her on the way she sat at the table. X This is wrong becavse "work the table”

is not literal. It means she managed the negotiation well.
d) told her that she would not become a lawyer. X This is wrong becavse the professor actoally
praised her performance; there is no negative prediction about her fotore.
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3. For Barbour, the courtroom...

a) vsed to be frightening but it isn't anymore. Evidence from the text: “Initially, the covrtroom
was frightening,” and "These days, the fear has gone.” (Paragraph 4)

b) Is still frightening. X This is wrong becavse the text clearly says that she no longer feels
afraid.

c) was difficolt and she took her mom with her. X This is wrong becavse her mother is only
mentioned as someone who gave her advice. The text does not say her mother went to the
courtroom with her.

d) was scary for everyone incloding her and her mom. X This is wrong becavse the text only
talks about Barbour's own fear. It does not say everyone was scared, and it does not say her

mother was scared.

Part Il. Composition (130 to 150 words approximately) (3 points)

5. Choose one of these two topics and write a composition about it.
MODEL ESSAY OPTION A

A. Do you think that it is possible to change your career later in life? Yoo may inclode the
pros and cons of such a change in your answer.

Note: we have bolded the connectors, linkers, and vsefol phrases in the essay

1 Short I I
Lintroduction. 1 Nowadays, many people believe that changing careers later in life is risky. |
)

I 9_ 3 lines I However, | strongly believe that it is possible becavse adolts can learn new skills |
! I and vse their previous experience in a different field. !

|

1 I Firstly, a career change can be very positive. It may give people a second chance !
: : to follow their real interests, improve their salary or feel more motivated. For :
| | example, someone who has worked with people for years may become a good |
I ; teacher, norse or lawyer becavse they have already developed commonication, |
| 1 patience and empathy. These qualities can help them adapt more easily, even if 1
[

|

[

[

[

|

[

I they need specific training. '
I I

' Nevertheless, there are also disadvantages. Starting again can be stressful, !
: especially if the person needs to study, spend money or compete with yoonger :
; workers. In addition, some people may feel insecure at first. I

I
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1 Short I . _ S 1
I conclusion. 23 1 Inconclusion, changing careers later in life is not easy, but it can be a brave and |
I lines I rewarding decision if the person is determined and realistic. I
| | |
I 1 162 words) :
| | |
e o = = = = m o o o o o o o o O O O O O S O S D B B B B B B B B B Ee E . L}

¢ Let's have a look in more detail why this model essay is a good example of writing.

& Prompt breakdown:

Clear opinion about changing careers later in life.

Explanation that adolts can learn new skills.

Reference to vsing previous experience in a new profession.

Mention of advantages: personal interests, salary and motivation.

Developed example showing how previous skills can help in a new career.
Mention of disadvantages: stress, studying, money and competition with yoonger
workers.

Reference to emotional difficolty or insecority.

Clear conclusion connected to the topic.

SN E W

QN

F==============f======-=--- [ = = — gl e — BN - = - 3

1 1 1
; Clear introduction to the » "Nowadays, many people believe that :
. topic , changing careers later in life is risky." .
| \ \
| e R PE R NY S L R rEEEEEEEEEE h |
1 1 1
, Clear personal opinion . "However, | strongly believe that it is .
. . possible.. .
1 1 1
1 1 1
R N L R 1

, Explanation that adolts
: can learn new skills

"...and vse their previous experience in a
different field."

1 Reference to using
I . 0 0
1 previous experience in a
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! different field : ' '
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1

' Main body divided into

One paragraph for advantages and one

. clear paragraphs paragraph for disadvantages.

|

e [e== = - === s=mcme=e=-- 1
1 1 1
. Advantage 1: following 1 "It may give people a second chance to .
 real interests , follow their real interests..”" .
: : \
FEEEEEsEEEEEEEEYEEEEEEEEE- FEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE- |

...improve their salary..."

1

; salary

:

- SRR = == = = fi= === = = = === e el 1
1 1 1
, Advantage 3: feeling more . *..or feel more motivated.” :
: motivated : :
1 1 1
1 1 1
F e e e e s e e e e e e e === =-- F = e e e s e s s e e e e e e .- --- 4
1 - 1

1 Developed example » "For example, someone who has worked

 connected to the topic | with people for years may become a good
1

1
» teacher, norse or lawyer.."

1 Explanation of
1
1 transferable skills

Y N T N N I L R T N T T T N Jd
1 1 1
: Explanation of how : "These qualities can help them adapt more :
1 1 1
: previous skills help in a : eosily..." !
' new career ! !
1 1 1
1 1 1
I Lecccccmcmcmeeeeemem==== J

: Reference to the need for
; training
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: "Nevertheless, there are also
 disadvantages.”

R I R R N N I R N I IR R R R 4
1 1 1
: Disadvantage 1: stress : "Starting again can be stressfol.." :
: : :
R I R R N N I R N I IR R R R 4
1 1 1
: Disadvantage 2: stodying : "...especially if the person needs to stody..” :
1 1 1
SR SR e m e memmmmmmmama- :

1 Disadvantage 3: spending
1
' money

1 Disadvantage 4:
1
: competition with yoonger

! workers
S T . - - gt _ | J
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
' Emotional difficolty or : ' "ln addition, some people may feel insecure !
insecority : at first” :
1 1
1 1

"ln conclusion, changing careers later in life
is not easy..."

Finalidea connected to ..but it can be a brave and rewarding
he opinion

realistic”

(=

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
 decision if the personis determined and !
: :
1 1
1 1
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MODEL ESSAY OPTION B

B. What would you like to do for a living? Think of your dream job.

Note: we have bolded the connectors, linkers, and vsefol phrases in the essay

r-—-—---= B e I
1 Short I I
Lintroduction. 1 Nowadays, choosing a futore job is one of the most important decisions in a |
I 2_ 3 lines T person's life. There are many professions | find interesting, but my dream job 1
! " would be to become a lawyer becavse | like helping people and defending their !
: " rights. :
I I

1

: Firstly, | think this job would be very rewarding. Lawyers can support people !
: who are going through difficolt sitvations, give them advice and help them solve :
; serious problems. For example, if someone has been treated onfairly at work or |

I has a family problem, a lawyer can guide them and make sure their voice is heard. 1
I I
I However, | also know that becoming a lawyer is not easy. It requires years of |

' stody, effort and discipline. In addition lawyers need to be responsible, patient "
and good at commonicating with different people. :

|

|
' Sport | |
: conclusion, 2-3 | "In conclusion, | would like to work as a lawyer becavse it is a challenging but :

)

1 lines : " usefol profession. Although it requires hard work, [ believe it would make me feel :
| | pY‘OUd. |
| | |
I 1 (162 words) :
| | |
| | |
| | |

¢ Let's have a look in more detail why this model essay is a good example of writing.

& Prompt breakdown:

Clear answer to the question about the writer's dream job.
Explanation of why the writer would like to become a lawyer.
Reference to helping people and defending their rights.
Explanation of why this job would be rewarding.

Developed example showing how a lawyer can help someone.
Mention of a specific situation where a lawyer may be vsefol.

S F N
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7. Reference to the difficulties of becoming a lawyer.
8. Mention of the personal qualities needed for this profession.
9. Clear conclusion connected to the topic.

"becavse [ like helping people and defending

: job their rights"

:

Y F SN A | aTEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE- b
1 1 1 1
. Helping people . , "Lawyers can support people who are going
! . » through difficolt sitvations” .
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1

"give them advice and help them solve seriovs

problems 1 problems”

1
"if someone has been treated onfairly at work |
or has a family problem” .

1

J
1
1
"a lawyer can guide them and make sore their :
voice is heard" '

1

1

e e I 1
1 1 1 1
, Difficolty of the profession , , "becoming a lawyer is not easy” :
: : : :
F=============== F=====-=- Tl il 1

Examen Inglés PAU www.academialallibreta.es 9



http://www.academialallibreta.es

ACADEMIA La llibreta

4 L a lllbret a www.acodemialallibreta.es

Aplrendienda a aprender Gran via Fernando el Catélico 23

46008 Valencia
e e I 1
1 A ‘Al " 1
: discipline :
1 1
e 4

"

responsible, patient and good at
commonicating with different people”

1
1
: Usefol personal qualities
:
1

L N I n
1 1 1
 Final opinion/conclusion . "it is a challenging bot vsefol profession’ :
: : :
F==============-- F=======q====--==-=--=------=-=-=-=-=-=-=--- 1
1 1 1
. Personal feeling about the | " believe it would make me feel proud” .
1 job 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 1
| N N N N N N N N T N TN T Ty Jd
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